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Despite the cloud cover and chilly winds, the Greig
Street Garden Initiative went ahead as planned last
month on the 28th June 2025 - proving that even
inclement weather can't dampen the spirit of civic
pride.

While the turnout was smaller than anticipated, we
want to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
dedicated residents who braved the elements to
make a visible difference in our neighbourhood.

The timing couldn’t have been more symbolic —
With Mandela Day, hot on the heels of the Greig
Street Garden Initiative, the momentum was
accelerated when more hands came out to help.
The area got a fresh clean and painting on the
sidewalk for visibility to traffic. Keep an eye out for
bollards coming to that space soon!

This follow up clean-up was a reminder that small,
collective actions ripple outward.

What started as a local effort to tidy our streets
caught the attention of the broader community,
including the generous team at Vorna Valley
Superspar, who stepped up to provide refreshments
for our volunteers.

Their support kept spirits high and energy flowing as
we worked!

This initiative proved two things:

1) that every effort counts (no matter the scale), and
2) that when we take ownership of our
surroundings, others take notice — and often join in.
Let’s keep this momentum going!

Reach out to us at
communication@vvra.org.za
and tell us about an initiative that your
local area / street is planning, and together, we can
keep inspiring the community around us.
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- what do we know
about them?

Shirley De Villiers paints the picture
quite eloquently in her latest
article online at Currency News:

https://currencynews.co.za/robbing-a-city-blind/

Shirley's article sheds light on the Who Really Pays? You Do Of Course!
ostensible salary hikes that have just been These salary hikes aren't funded on the hopes
) and dreams for a better functioning city —
approved for the worst performing, (non)

theyin fact, come from:
service-providers in our municipality - e Your rising utility bills (Eskom'’s tariffs have

Water, Electricity and Refuse! jumped 450% since 2007).
e Your taxes (bailouts for failing SOEs exceed
HahdbooKk For R300 billion since 2020).
Muhicipal Salary Ihcreasess: e Yourstolen future as infrastructure rots

and service delivery evaporates.

conupse Service Dellvery V Worse, these increases aren't tied to

Decay Infrastructure \/

performance.
\ Hike Service Costs \// No bonuses for ending load-shedding.
_-= Suffer the Citizens Vv No penalties for sewage spills.
= ““Bloat Salaries v Just guaranteed riches for the elite while the
public pays = TWICE!

The Who, What, and Where of the Great CEO Pay Splurge?
Recent budget disclosures reveal shocking figures:
Eskom's CEO now earns R8.4 million per year (up from R6.9 million in 2023), despite rolling
blackouts and a R254 billion debt burden.

Water and Sanitation executives have seen double-digit percentage hikes, with some
now taking home R7 million+ annually while raw sewage spills into streets and dams run
dry.

Johannesburg Water's leadership enjoys luxury perks amid a R10 billion infrastructure
backlog and daily pipe bursts.

Meanwhile, President Cyril Ramaphosa's official salary sits at R4 million — meaning these
utility bosses now earn nearly TWICE what the country's leader does! n
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The Sky's the Limit - and apparently, so is
your Ist property...

The City of Johannesburg has adjusted property rates by invoking the
Municipal Property Rates Act 6 of 2004 (Section 15), which allows the
City to reclassify any property beyond your first registered home as
income-producing, even if it stands vacant, burns down, you get the idea...

=

[ Account Number:m \

[ City of Johannesburg Y
Property Rates Sub - Total Total
Amount

Category of Property: Property Rates Residential

R 632,000.00 X R 0.0095447 / 12 ( Billing Period 2025/07 502.69

Less rates on first R300 000.00 of market value - K785

Less rates on first R300 000.00 of market value -180.77

Add Section 15 of MPRA adjustment 54 96

Add Section 15 of MPRA adjustment 171.73

Prop. Rates-Residential Dr 1,083 60

VAT: 0 % 0.00
N

This then allows the City to remove the legislated residential discount,
and all additional amounts initially determined from the property’s value
- thus charging you, the full rateable value.

Essentially, additional properties — regardless of actual use —
are exempt from any rates rebates, increasing the Rates payable charges.

To add insult to injury, since the amendment to the rates rebate structure,
all rebates issued, were clawed back, resulting in many residents seeing
abnormally high Rates charges on their COJ invoices this July 2025. n



JULY 2025 ISSUE HTTPS://VVRA.ORG.ZA

i . | R

5 o9 k & g Ny ) Y o
ol MO 2020
" Next month, we want to celebrate the women

in our community, and we need your help! £

.~ Nominate a neighbour, a friend,

a colleague, just about any

A

woman who inspires you, and

they could be featured in our

Rl e\ next issue!
RSend your nominations to communication@vvra.org.za
W Subject: Women's Day 2025 X
)\ ' 4 SN Vg =

Unscramble the 9 letter word below and
send us your answers
to: communication@vvra.org.za

HEWETKING

Hint: Off to bed early here... think School or Work

Last Month’s Solution: FABRICATE
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AT KNIFE CARE, WE MAKE SHARPENING
EFFORTLESS! A SHARP KNIFE ISN'T JUST l
EASIER TO USE—IT'S SAFER TOO. :
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE—
SHARPNESS IS JUST A SERVICE AWAY!1
#STAYSHARP

BEFORE AFTER
SHARPER BLADES, SHARPER LIVING

Dog & Cat Food
Pet Medtcat:on [ Toys & More

# &
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o Turn Right then next loft into
o Midrand Value Centro
! Shogi 24 - Midrarsed Pot Food
Bdl'lﬂ OPTIMIZOR
|u'!|
GRANDEUR catmor ) BRAVECTO PROTEIN %’D Complate.

FELINE
WP‘ETPECUISINE®
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sAcrylic
«Gelish
eRubber Base 4
ePedicure &

Midrand and )
Beauty sets

Surrounding
Areas from as
little as
R200

Empowering a Sustainable Future

At Infinix Energy, we deliver innovative solar
solutions to all sectors, driving a global
transition to sustainable energy

474

Customizot solar Cruating cuilomized solar M e lm
snlurtiong detigned md ehevgy Bystems that m:;:::::: servicos,
Imstallod fo et your optimizn anargy (inetuding cheaning and
property’s onergy noeds, production. b mantanng
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MODELLING ACADEMY

Build Seli-Confidence & Seli-Esteem

ETIQUETTE

Age Appropriate

= DOISE

Anti-bullying Techniques

Embracing
Inner & Outer Beauty

A

UTILMATE

T35 Become the
pest version

0rYQU

Cultivating Healthy Habits
& Mindset

071297 7296

midiand@figuresmodelssa.com
Www.figuresmocelssa.com

SMBoOT
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UTILITY MANAGEMENT
FOR ALL COMMERCIAL
AND RESIDENTIAL COMPLEXES

HAPPY
DESIGNED WITH THE e WOMENS
UTILITY CONSUMER IN MIND. ¥ i DAY
GET TO KNOW YOUR b
ACCURATE CONSUMPTION GLOW FOR HER
AND ALIGN YOUR
MUNICIPAL BILLING ACCORDINGLY! Book a Hollywood and full legs treatment
TECHNOLOGY ?5"8 cuigor;g.n EXPERIENCE and get free underarms wax

Book a Hollywood and get a free brow wax or lip wax

| KEVIN@QUTILMATE.CO.ZA
072 710 9861

Valid From August 5 -10

| s ___ Callusfor:
Rﬂl’l ovations Bathroom Makeovers
Eﬂ*m?ﬁhﬁmﬂ Y Bnﬂt in cupboards
and Painting
Paddyselect@gmail.com Elnttngé?nrk

""FE!.—
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THANK YOU FOR DRIVING SERVICE DELIVERY
SEE IT? REPORT IT & TOGETHER WE'LL FIXIT!

CITY POWER 3%
These include :
Electricity outages

Meter issues
Street lights

Prepaid/Smart metering.

Call: $,0860 562 874 option 2

Call: 8,011 375 5555 option 2
Using web portal

https://citypower.mobi
or you can download the FREE app from playstore
“My Citypower"
Twitter: @CityPowerJhb

JOBURG WATER
These include:
Sewage leaks and overflows
Burst water pipes
Replacing damaged meters
Fire Hydrants values
Call: $,0860 562 874 or 011 688 1699
SMS line: - < 076 333 5052
Email: fault@jwater.co.za
Twitter: @JHBWater

JOBURG ROAD AGENCY &
These include:
Pothole repairs
Storm water drains
Re-instatement
Road markings
Road signage
Traffic signals
Pavements (Hard surface)
Call: $,0800 002 587 or
0860 562 874 option 5
Email: hotline@jra.org.za
Twitter: @MyJra

CITY PARKS ~
These include:
Tree pruning/cutting
Grass cutting
Municipal pools
The Joburg Zoo
Libraries
Recreation centres
Joburg open spaces
City owned Parks
Call: 0860 562 874 option O
Email:
vmkhize@jhbcityparks.com
pkubheka@jhbcityparks.com
wafrica@jhbcityparks.com
Fallen trees : 8,011 712-6600
Or trees@jhbcityparks.com

Pikitup )

These include :

Refuse removal (Household)

Clearing public bins

lllegal dumping
Call: R,0860 562 874 option 4
lllegal dumping WhatsApp to 082 779 1361

Emergency

SERVICES /IMPD .. -5] - ¢

These include :
Fires
Noise control

Ambulances services
By law infringements

Traffic enforcement and licensing

Call IMPD 011 758 9620 or 011 375 5918 and state
emergency
Call Fire:% (011) 375-5911

BILLING QUERIES: - [
These include :
Billing related matters
Statement inquiries
Payment arrangements
Call: $,0860 562 874 option 1
Email: regionGrevenue@joburg.org.za
Municipal statement www.joburg.org.za
Under e-services, other queries must
be logged at a walk-in centre

HEALTH-RELATED ISSUES 5] ¢+

These include :

Health department

Environmental health
Call: 8,011 375 5555 and ask for
Environmental Health
Contact the Regional Office on %,011 681-8082 or
visit them at their offices, 2nd Floor at Eureka
House, 92 Marlborough Road, Sprindfield

HIJACKED PROPERTIES " 1
These include:
Hijacked property
Abandoned properties
Contact the Group Forensics and Investigation
Services (GFIS) on §, 080 000 2587

BUILDING CONTROL
These include :
Town planning
Building inspector
Plans
Urban management
Zoning
Email: ComplaintsPLE@joburg.org.za




